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tnrouqh t h c  e y e s  of h i s  w i f e  many t h i n g s  wou lc  be r e v e a l e c .  
I read  t h a t  h e  h imsel f  i s  a l s o  p u b l i s h i n g  an au tobiography;  
maybe it i s  an a t t empt  a t  an answer. 

I have been r e a d i n g  t w o  volumes, or r a t h e r ,  the 
f i r s t  one anc a m  j u s t  beginning  Lhe second,  of a c i a r y  of 
AnaIis Nin. I Z o n ' t  know whecher you have hearc' of h e r .  
She was a g r e a t  f r i e n c  of Henry Miller i n  P a r i s ;  she was 
analy7eo' m i c e ,  f i r s t  by D r .  Aaaim&'&d a r a t h e r  or thodox 
Freudian  and then by O t t o  Rank who was 7 once Freuc?'s 

' f a v o r i t e  son,* and l a t e r  l e f t  Freud ' to  s t a r t  h i s  own 
business!  H e  was a g i f t e d  man, an6 i n  many ways followed. 
i d e a s  s i m i l a r  t o  those of Jung: he was less b r i l l i a n t .  and 
imag ina t ive  than  Jung and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a l s o  probably  
c l o s e r  to t h e  c l i n i c a l  r e a l i t y  of h i s  p a t i e n t .  Neverthe- 
less  what he h a s  i n  common with him i s  t h a t  he p r e a c h e s  
e n d l e s s l y  about  h i s  theo ry .  T h e  au tobiography i s  kind of 
i n t e r e s t i n g  because  M r s .  Nin succeeded  w i t h  b o t h  a n a l y s t s  
i n  t h e  same t h i n g :  she made t h e m  f a l l  i n l o v e  w i t h  her 
( q u i t e  i n n o c e n t l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  goes) and then  t h e y  bo th  
confessed  how l o n e l y  and unhappy t h e y  w e r e ,  and she  s t a r t e d  
t o  kind of g i v e  them ana l f a t i c  suppor t .  I t  i s  a l s o  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  she d i d  e x a c t l y  the same t h i n g ,  and n o t  
j u s t  by c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  her f a t h e r .  I d o n ' t  know 
whether you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  kind of t h i n g .  These 
a n a l y t i c a l  r e p o r t s  occupy o n l y  a sma l l  p a r t .  H e r  d e a l i n g s  
w i t h  Henry M i l l e r  who seems t o  have been a r a t h e r  d i s g u s t -  
ing  and c rude  person  a r e  m o r e  voluminous. Drop m e  a l i n e  
i f  you a r e  in t e re s t ec? ;  i n  t h a t  c a s e  I would l i k e  t o  send 
it  t o  you. Also l e t  m e  know whether  you know a b iography 
of another  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  woman, much more i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h a n  M r s .  Nin,  and t h a t  i s  Lou  Andrea Salom6. She w a s  a 
wcjman w i t h  whom Nie tz sche  f e l l  i n  10ve;  she rejected him, 
and marr ied a man w i t h  whom she r e f u s e d  du r ing  1 6  y e a r s  
of mar r i age  e v e r  t o  have  any sexua l  E e l a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  
she f e l t  any k ind  of permanent t i e  a s  unbearable .  She 
m u s t  have been ext remely  charming, i n t e l l i g e n t  and g i f t e d ;  
she  l a t e r  on became a p u p i l  of Freud Os, and was g r e a t l y  
admired by  h i m ,  and i n  h i s  shy and u n - e r o t i c  way probably  
a l s o  loved by  him. There i s  a b iography about  her which 
I f i n d  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Again I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  i f  you 
dropped m e  a l i n e  saying whether you have  r ead  i t ,  o r  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d .  I should l i k e  t o  send. it t o  you. 

I have j u s t  been r ead ing  t h e  d i a r i e s  of a ve ry  
i n t e r e s t i n g  German woman, the Countess  Revent lov,  b u t  un- 
f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  book i s  w r i t t e n  i n  German and h a s  n o t  been 
t r a n s l a t e d .  She was u u i t e  a g i f t e d  woman, v e r y  charming, 
b u t  q u i t e  i ncapab le  of forming any a f f e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
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w i t h  a man. She came from a r i g i d  P r u s s i a n  f e u d a l  f a m i l y ,  
rebelled a g a i n s t  it a l l  h e r  l i f e ,  and had a m o s t  un- 
d i s c i p l i n e d  way of a c t i n g  upon any sexua l  impulse t h a t  
came up. I n  f a c t ,  s o m e t i m e s  whe was ve ry  poor, and w o u l d  
slee$ wi th  men f o r  money, and wh i l e  a l l  t h i s  sounds kind 
of s o r d i d ,  she  was one of t h e  m o s t  d i g n i f i e d  and s e l f -  
r e s p e c t i n g  people .  H e r  on ly  love  was a c h i l d ,  whose 
f a t h e r  she broke  wi th  immediately when she became 
p regnan t ,  because  t h i s  should be a l l  h e r  own. She h a s  
t h i s  s i m i l a r i t y  wi th  Lou  Andrea Salom6: t h e  i d e a  of any 
a f f e c t i v e  bonc! gave h e r  a s ense  of c l a u s t r o p h o b i a .  A 
g r e a t  d e a l  of women's psychology can be l e a r n e d ,  I t h i n k  
from a l l  three. b i o g r a p h i e s .  The G i a r i e s  of t h e  Countess  a r e  
perhaps  the m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o t  
worth wh i l e  l e a r n i n g  German i n  order t o  read them. 

I am enjoying my work on t h e  f i r s t  volume of 
my opus,  which w i l l  be about  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of human 
d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and aggres s iveness .  B a s i c a l l y  an a n a l y s i s  
of what k i n d s  of d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  e x i s t ,  t o  what e x t e n t  t h e y  
a r e  s o c i a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  and t o  what e x t e n t  t h e y  a r e  
chang e ab1 e. 

I have no i d e a  how long you w i l l  s t a y  i n  France ,  
so I am sending a copy of t h i s  l e t t e r  a l s o  t o  New York. 

W i t h  a l l  good w i s h e s  

A s  every  your s ,  

E r i c h  F r o m  


